
Economic Overview - Transportation, Communications, and 
Public Utilities - Employment Growth 
 

Transportation, communications, and public utility companies in El 
Paso have traditionally helped define the city’s character. In the late 
nineteenth century, El Paso experienced rapid growth as an important 
hub along the developing railroad system. Throughout the twentieth 
century, El Paso counted Union Pacific, El Paso Natural Gas, and El 
Paso Electric Company among its major employers. As we begin the 
twenty-first century, El Paso still relies on growth in this sector. 
Transportation and communications remain an essential component in 
the regional economy due to proximity to the border, the 
implementation of NAFTA, and the proliferation of the maquiladoras. 
Just as the railroads fueled El Paso’s growth in the nineteenth century, 
the city’s excellent telecommunications infrastructure is helping El 
Paso to prosper in the New Economy of the twenty-first century.  
 

 

    Transportation, Comunications, & Public Utility Sector Growth and Projections 
  1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003* 2004* 2005* 2006* 2007* 2008*
      Total 
Employment 15,761 16,921 17,999 18,956 19,048 18,964 19,472 20,633 21,352 21,927 22,473 23,040

Transportation 5,648 7,081 8,124 8,044 8,086 8,232 8,437 8,745 9,050 9,298 9,531 9,774

 
 
Transportation and warehousing  
 
Almost 70 percent of employment in the broadly defined TCPU sector 
is in transportation. NAFTA and the growth of production sharing has 
been responsible for much of this rise, as the demands of the maquila 



industry have contributed to a sharp rise in trucking and warehousing 
activity in recent years. This trend is expected to continue as regional 
economic activity and trade with Mexico expands. The trucking 
industry often involves business entrepreneurs who start small and 
grow to include a fleet of trucks within a few years. Given the large 
expansion of the in-bond assembly sector across the state of 
Chihuahua, it is not surprising that the greatest percentage increases 
in cross-border bridge traffic are in the form of cargo vehicles flowing 
through Central and East El Paso. That pattern is likely to remain in 
place for several years to come.  
 

 

 


